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The Narcotic Problem

L

THE STORY OF DRUGS. By Henry
C. Fuller., The Century Company.

HE peculiar faccination that
"the term “drugs” holds for
the average man s largely

due to the fact that there have been
so few books written on the subject
in an untechnical and Interesting
manner, Although that esoteric slip
of paper, the physiclan’s preseription,
must always remaln to the layman
something to wonder at, to strive
impotently to understand, the story
of the origin and preparation of the
major drugs are subjects well within
his mental grasp. There s, Mr.
Fuller points out, considerable hazi-
ness in the mind of the vast majority
of users of remedial preparations,
as to what Is meant by the term
"drugs." o some it is practically
synonymous with that of “narcotic.”
To others it suggests chemicals.
Properly, it refers to a “‘substance
or mixture of substances used as a
medicine, or that enters Into the
composition of a remedial agent.”
Another popular misconception on
this subject iz that Germany, before
the war, produced most of the drugs
used by the world. While it is true
that Gepmany manufactured a large
number of synthﬂ.ic drugs, mainly
the coal tar derivatives, -the prime
reason that most drugs came from
that country was that Hamburg was
the clearing house for the world's
supply of drugs, a position it now, of

course, no longer occupies,

Until comparatively recently, alll;,

drugs were manufactured by the ce-
tail drug stores. With the -imtro-
ductlon of machinery and the in-
creasing demand for drugs from al
population becoming largely concen-
trated in citles, this work was grad-
ually taken up by large pharma-
ceutical hopses, “The modern medi-
cine manufacturing plant,” says Mr,
Fuller, “is a development of the past
seventy-five years, The ever-in-
creasing demand for agents that
mike sick men well has taxed the
ingenuity of the sclentist and the
mechanician, One has evolved the
numerous types of standard reme-
dies and the myriad meritorious for-
mulas; the other has invented and
perfected apparatus required to pro-
duce preparations of stable and unl-
form character In large gquantities.”

Of all the substances employed in
the manufacture of drugs, there is
noneé as important as grain alcohol.
More than one scientist of unques-
tioned vepute has made the statement
that, without an unlimited supply of
aleohol, Germany could never have
obtained her commanding position in
the chemical world, could never have
lasted so long during the late wuar.
According to the author, “There is
hardly a gill or tablet formula that
does not contain some valuable in-
gredient, cither in the form of a
drug extract, which has been ob-
tained from a crude drug by means
of ajcohel as a dissolving agent; or
an alkaloid or other pure substance
made by a process that has necessi-
tated the use of alcohol as either a
crystallizing medium or a reacting
componént, T{ aleohol had not as-

Odd Plays of '
Old Japan

* Continued from Preceding Page.

gpiration; since immensely practiced
as the performers are, they appear
to strain each time, along with the
actors, at intenss and concen-
trated pitch of all their thought and

energy.
The cffect of reading these short
plays, one after another, each de-

veloped in a similar manner, is, of
course, monotonous. But they are not

meant to e read, They are libretti, |

fn the same sense that the old|
miracle plays are but the word ac -1
companiment to the spectacle, For
the fidelity of the translation the re- |
viewer is of course unable to speak.

But Miss Amy Lowell, who confeszes |
herself equally ignorant of Chinese,
says tha: the guthor's Chinese trans-
lations contain the soul of the origl- |
nal, o if one may in Lowellesque
manner trust to the response of his
own soul, the reviewer will theew
prudence to the winds. They cer-
tainly sound authentie. But if they
are not, they are little gems of Eng-
lish. The simplicity, the clearness,
the lofty tone of the language, taken
in connection with the t(ouching
nalvety of the action, impart a Greek
austerity and beauty,

i 3 ALGERNON TASSIN,

sisted in shaping the ingredients,
the pills and tablets could not have
been created. Then, there are many
liguid preparations, standard fluld
extracts, tinctures, Yigquid tonies, di-
gestlves, and other speciaties num-
bering into the thousands, that re-
quire alcohol to hold theip remedial
principles in solution and keep the
preparations from spoiling. Nothing
else thus far discovered has been
able to supplant alcohol as a basic
material for the medicine 'ndustry.”

Mr. Fuller discusses more than the
origin and preparation of drugs.
There is a chapter on vaccines and
sérumtherapy, and also one on that
still hazy subject, vitamines. Nar-
cotle drugs, thelr nature, effects and
legitimate uses, are considered. An
interesting and helpful chapter is
devoted to hay fever, that prevalent
malady almost indigenous to this
country, Mrug legislation comes in
for a short discussion, There Is,
finally, in the appendix, a long list
of common drugs, with which every
family medicine chest might well be
supplied,

-

OPIATE ADDICTION 1 AN-
DLING AND TRIZATMI By
Bdward Huntington Willlams., The
Macmillan Company.

LTHOUGH Tr. Willinms's book

A is primaril 1 for

physicians, » indi-
cates 'V Introducti & volume |

Is to the Ancrican publie,

sir th some plain facts,

language, n‘g‘nrl-
ant of the =o-called

11 ic law, which was
eni ss in 1914. The in-
terest this lies in its relation to

the enforcement of the prohibition
laws under which so many Amerl-
cans are living In a state of open
protesf, and the obvious moral Is
that if the narcotic law cannot be
enforced it does not appear possible
that our prohibition laws will or can
be enforced either,

Dr. Willinms says that the Harri-
son narcotic law “was not a hastily
conceived statute rushed through as
an emergaicy measure.” On the con-
trary, “it was formulated with the

Again the

SEX AND COMIMON SENSE. By A.
Maude Royden. G. P. Putnam's
Sons.

HE recent visit to this country
of Miss Agnes Maude Rovden,
whose addresses here printed

were made before London congrega-
tions or audiences, can scarcely add
to the interest of this uncommonly
important and appealing book. These
lectures were intended ‘to provoke
discussion and engender light” (as
thelr author remarks) upon the pres-
ent conditions among women in Eng-
land, particularly in respect to the
British laws and traditions bearing
ipon marriage and divorce. The
greater freedom of divorce In this
country does not in the least affect
the general tenor of her arguments,
and perhaps throws into even higher
relief Miss Royden'’s lofty ideals and
standards of life, loving and mar.
riage.

As iz fairly well understood in this
community, Maude Royden [s Eng-
land's foremost woman lay preacher,
and the first woman to appear on n
lecture platform of the Oxford Unl-
versity Extension Course. During the
wir she established & clinic where she
digscussed moral, religious
mestic
girls,
Guild House In London, where she
conducts “fellowship services." Her

ideals of worship are new, and are |

freely  expressed before audiences
maile up from all classes and of all
forms of belief. Eince her college

days at Cheltenham and Oxford; and

her work at the Vietorla Women's |

Settlement in  Liverpool, she has

been prominent in debating, and sucl
has devoled her scholarship and tal- |

ents to social problems in which she
has always been deeply interested.
She is the youngest daughter of Sir
Thomas Royden of Birkenhead, and
wag born in 1876. In 1817 she be-
came pulpit associate to the Rav.
Jogeph Fort Newton (now of the
Church of the Divine Paternity at
Seventy-gecond street) at the City

Temple in London; and was the first |

woman to preach there.
In her “"Preface to the American
Edition” of her book Miss Royden

makes a point of “the noblliw_pr ihel

and do-!
problems with women and|
She is now a preacher in the |

knowledge and assistance of medical
men and of medical associations,
thus bearing the stamp of approval
of the very persons who, next to the
narcotic users themselves, were most
vitally affected by its provisions.
For this law placed restrictions upon
members of the medical profession,
and in effect dictated the manner of
practicing the profession of medicine
te an extent scarcely approached by
any legislation in recent years.
+ o o« Never for moment has
its enforcement neglected. On
the comtrary, a veritable army of
specially appointed officials—Fed-
eral, Btate, county and city—have
devoted their energies to the law's
rigld enforcement.”

As to what is the result of all this
Dr. Williams says: “The question
cannot be answered in a sentence.
But it seems to be the consensus of
opinjion of Federal, State and county
officinls who are most closely in
touch with the situation that the
number of drug takers and the
amount of drugs consumed to-day,
ofter five years of this active legis-
Adation, is just as great as, if not, in-
deed, considerably greater, than it
was five years ago.”

In common with the prohibition
law the narcotic law has its i{llegal
pdrasite, the “bootlegger” of the one
being matched by the underworld
“peddler” of drugs, who goes the
“bootlegger” one better by giving
samples of his drugs away until he
kas created another addict and an-
other ™wustomer,” whom he bleeds to
the last extremity. If a model law
in soma respeets, admirably enforced,
produces such results as this, what
may we expect from a prohibition
law that is not a model and which is
Mot enforced for the simple reason
that it is physically Impossible for
the entire Government of the coun-
try to cnforce it?

Dr. Willlams cites the case of a
practical step taken in San Diego
and Los Angeles, Cal, to “emphasize
the medical side of the narcotic
problem”—the most important re-
form needed in the narcotic law, in
his opinion—through the establish-
ment of narcotic clinies, which had
encouraging results and which also
showed that “the surprising small
number of these individunls (drug
addicts) seems to refute the popular
idea that drug addiction Is running
r.ot In our communities*

Sex :I;_roblgm

sex problem” and appeals with great
earnestness for a frank and honest
consideration of the matter by the
American people, who, she belleves,
are particularly well placed to bireak
away from foolish and mischievous
traditions of secrecy and muddling.
! She suys:

It is not the abnormal nor the
bizarre that interests most of us
to-day. Ordinary men and women
want to first know how to live
ordinary human lives on a higher
level and after a mobler pattern
than before. I belleve the first
essential is to realize that the sex
problem, as it is called, is the prob-
lem of something noble, not some-
thing base. It is not a “disagree-
able duty” to know our own na-
tureg and ynderstand our own in-
stincts; it is a joy. The sex In-
stinct is not “the fall of man.” It
is a thing noble in essence. It is
the development of the higher, not
the lower, creation. . ., ,

This is to me the great tpaching
of Christ about sex. Other great
religious teachers—some of them
very great Indeed—have thought
and taught contemptuously of an

Just F'ublished, by

| ALFRED NOYES

A work of great imporiance
and  enthralling  interest

WATCHERS
OF THE SKY

| The [irst volume of a
trilogy whose general title iz
THE TORCHBEARERS,
Tuking the idea that the
great scientists and discov-
erers are the torchbearers of
the world, each carrying the
torch of learning forward
until it must be passed to
their successors, Mr. Noyes,
in spirited narrative verse,
tells the wonderful stories of
the astronomers from Coper-
nicus to the modern in the
Lick Observatory. With
Jjackei and cover inlay in color
by Spencer B. Nl'cha?s, $2.50.

STOKES, Publisher .

animal nature. “He spoke of the
temple of His body.” That is sub-
HUme! That is why vice is hor-
rible; because it is the desecration,
not of a hovel or a shop, but of
a temple. I believe that we must
above all have courage. Human
nature s sound, and men and
women on the whole, want to
do what is right. The great Im-
pulse of sex is part of our
very being, and it is not base.
Passion s essentially noble, and
those who are incapable of it are
the weaker, not the stronger. If,
then, we have light to direct our
course, we ghall learn to direct It
wisely, for Indeed this is our desire.

Such is my creed. My prayer is
" for “more light,” And my desire is

to take my part in spreading it.

In succeeding chapters Miss Roy-
den discusses the subject under these
heads:

“The Old Problem Intensified by
the Disproportion of the Sexes,” “A
Solution of the Problem of the Un-
married,” “Consideration of Other
Solutions of the Problem of the Dis-
| proportion of the Sexes,” “The True
Basls of/ Morality,” "“The Moral
Btandard of the Future: What
Should” It Be?" “A Plea for Light"
and .“Friendship.” Chapters VIIL,
IX. and X.,, upon “Misunderstand-
ings,"” “Further Misunders:andings,
the Need for Sex Chivalry” and “The
8in of the Bridegroom,” have been
added, as Miss Roydeh tells us, to
meet various difficulties, questions or
criticisms evoked by the addresses
which form the part of the
hook, !

Miss Royden's attitude on divorce
is not to be condensed into a phrase
or a sentence. Rightly to uaderstand
her general deductions and particu-
lar conclusions pne must cead her
chapters with attention and with
“an open mind," but not an open
mind of the kind which somebody
has referred to ironically as “open at
both ends.” In her final chapter she
crystallizes, as far as can be, her
cumulative beliefs in this matter,

.

A questionnaire circulated among
the members of the senior class of
Yale yielded the information that
Dickens is the prose author ranking
first in faveor, with “A Tale of Two
Cities" the favorite novel, The sec

ond choice is “If Winter Comesa™
by A. 8. M. Hutchinson. *“Crossing
the Bar” is the favorite poem, with

Kipling's “If” not far behind.

My Memories

Eighty Yeats

—President Harding.
At all bookstores, $4.00

Charles Scribner’s Sons, N. Y.

OUR
UNCONSCIOUS
MIND

AND HOW TO USE IT

By FREDERICK PIERCE

Research Psychologist

At last an accurate and clear
description of the source of a
tremendous power that goes to
waste in most human beings—
with specific methods of getting
control ¢f it and setting it to work.

£3.00 af any bookstore
E. P. Dutton & Co., 681 5th Av., N. Y.

Ida Tarbell:

Gertrude Atherton:

hot day.

New York Herald:

. : ' ™
Abbe Pierre
The New Novel by Jay William Hudson
SURPASSES ALL PREDICTIONS

Abbe Pierre is delightful. It has left me a

whole gallery of pleasant portraits and a tre-

mendous determination to find my way to
. Gascony one of these days.

Exquisite! 1 don’t think I ever found as many
beautiful thoughts in any one book.
George Madden Martin, cuior or “atarch 0n":
Comes like a breath of cool pure air amid so
i much that is dry and arid.
4 side of Main Street.
Marie Conway Oemler, aumor or “Siippy Actihee:
Like a whiff of clover and a cool breeze on a
I am sure Father de Rance would
have adored Abbe Picrre.
Eleanor Gates, author of “The Rich Littie Poor By
After many books which have been trum-
eted as “works of art,” “inspiration,” Abbe
ierre comes as a relief, a bouquet.

It is the other

The charm of the book is very real. ... His
old Abbe is a “creation” . . . it is pure senti-
ment, but never sentimentality . . . a book
that one will dip into again and again . . .
genuinely enlightening, comfortingly warm.

St. Louis Globe Democrat:
It searches the depths of the human heart,
so- near to smiles and always so near to
tears, it grips one in a way that surprises.

New York World:

We meve a vote of thanks for Hr. Hudson's
book, and so far as we are concerned it is
unanimously carried,

: “Abbe Pierre” is breaking all
Second

*first novel.”

printing.

$2.00 at all booksellers.
D. APPLETON & COMPANY, Publishers

New York

London 5




